
A start was made on
Princeton's new$330,000
Multi-Purpose Recreational
Complex in Princeton this
week by Remple General Con

struction of Kamloops. Equip
ment on the job under the
guidance of Jud Thompson,
foreman for Remple were
Tri-valley cat and Ceccon

Trucking. The excavation
for the footings was undertak
en on Monday. Completion
date for the new arena is
July 1st.
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Ground Prepared I Accidents
Last Thursday, October

The new Princeton and
District Multi-purpose Rec
reational complex got off

I to a splendid start on the
) weekend, when a terrific

' lug was executed thanks

? u~~—interested individuals. Under
? the direction of E. Hcgg, a
a very big mound of gravel
al was moved to one end of the
£ property, at the same 'time

levelling out the ground for
b the building placement.
h Actual construction, of the

building will begin next

The operators and workers
were : Len Fiske, Marcel
Lang, Bill Buchan, Les Ceccon
Lome DeFerro, Bruno Ceccon
Dan Sulentich, Dave Brown,
Wilf Olson, Tino Liberators,
Rollo, Ceccon, and Ernie____

R. Ceccon estimated the
savings at thousands of doll
ars to the Arena Board of
Management.

Hon. W. Hartley
Coming Nov.3week.

Here is a list of the Vol
unteers, Equipment-Tri.
Valley Construction,North
wood Mills, Brian Thomp
son Trucking, Ceccon Truck
ing and Similkameen Min
ing Company Ltd.

. The Hon. W. Hartley,
» Minister of Public Works,

i wi 11 be in Princeton on
• Saturday November 3rd.

A) Anyone wishing to contact
**l him should call 295-3518;

25th, was a bad day for
accidents on the Hope-Prin
ceton highway with three
single vehicle accidents
occurring within a matter of
hours, and congesting the
highway.

Moira Rockwell of Mis-........ .. .... ....—_.—.

.3/ 4_ton Chev pickup on the
icy road, and rolled into the
ditch, causing $1,000 dam
age to the vehicle and minor
injuries to herself and pas
sengers. It occurred four
miles east of Sunday Sum
mit.

An hour later at 3:30 a. m.
Robert Gary Stead of Kelow
na driving a 1970 Kenworth
east on Highway #3 between
Friday and Saturday Creek
lost control on the ice and
jacknifed the trailer, going
over the embankment.
$5,000 property damage- to
the vehicle occurred.

ms-i-tx-------z-T----------,__



Your View ===========
Museum Founder sets record straight
Dear Editor;
The “Happy Birthday to Me”

article is full of misinformation.
As Founder and longest active
member (and longest member) I
expect these mistakes corrected.
We’re a pretty poor society if we
can’t even get OUR facts cor
rect!
To begin with, the museum was
40 years old on May 24, 1998.

The museum was started by
Gloria Stout, Isobel (Howse)
Cattermole and Rosemary Pesut.
There never was a “committee
of townspeople who worked
together and found a home for
me” (museum.

Tom Stout and friends DID
NOT move the log building into
town to be the Museum. The
Kinsmen Club did. Tom Stout
was a member, as was Rollo
Ceccon, who provided truck and
fuel to move the building. Other
Kinsmen helped dismantle and
reassemble the building. Their
pay was two cases of beer! Beer
cost $2.25 a case! Rollo
Ceccon’s donation was the
biggest, money-wise, and Rollo
doesn’t even drink beer.

The Centennial Committee
financial help was $100. Amber
Ski Club received $3,000.
History is funny sometimes -
Amber Ski Club no longer exists
but our$100 Museum has blos
somed into international recog
nition!
The Museum Society DID NOT
raise hundreds by a ‘walkathon’.
It was a “Save the Children”
fundraiser.

The only private donation was
made by John Ewart, who pro
vided the chimney.
The firemen, dedicated volun

teers in our community, paid for
and roofed the Museum.
The Rotary Club paid for, and

erected, the fence.
The Kinsmen moved and

reassembled the Museum on
site, and did all the necessary
things for us, e.g. Kinsman
Curtis Huey welded' the win
dow grills.

In the summer of 1958,
Rosemary Pesut resigned and
left town.'

Isobel Cattermole resigned
soon after and left on a world
tour.
As the only remaining member,
I turned to the Senior Citizens
Association and President Mary
Cavino for help in keeping the
Museum open. I gave them the
donation box collection and the
Seniors did a wonderful job of
keeping the Princeton Pioneer
Museum open. Without their
help and dedication, the
Museum would NOT have sur
vived.
Dave Brown, as Mayor, sup

ported the Museum Society
with a yearly grant of $1,000
and provided us with free rent,
light, heat and janitor, which
was very deeply appreciated.
There was also a group of vol-

• unteers who, in the spring, gave
the old log cabin its yearly
cleaning. Diane Thomas and
Karen Cooper are the only ones
I can recall, but there were oth

ers and I would appreciate being
able to add their names.

The Museum exists today
because three women worked to
get it started. When the. commit
tee shrank to one, the Senior
Citizens pitched in and worked
hard to help keep it going.
Town Council and Mayor Dave
Brown gave continuing support
when the new building was
built.

Museum members over the
years have been progressive and
dedicated. Two who deserve
recognition for the longevity of
service are Evelyn McCallum
and Margaret Stoneberg.

It is obvious the people of
Princeton are proud of their her
itage, They should be!

. I am sure this museum is the
BEST for the LEAST M()NEY
in all of Canada.
Yours truly,

Gloria Stout, Founder and
longest member of Princeton
Museum.

Apology to teens
. Last Monday, as I approached
my car at the Overwaitea park
ing lot, two teens were waiting
for their mother to unlock the
passenger door of her car. They
were joking about being locked
out. I made a remark that 1
intended to be funny but it came
out very un-funny indeed.
I wish to apologize to those two
girls. I am truly sorry for any
unhappiness I caused them.
Sincerely,
Margaret Trehearne



lot. John Van Der Gracht told the time and trucks to carry the gravel on to
Spotlight that Ceccon, Wold, North- . . the lot. Paul Corriveau local govern-
wood and Similkameen Mining donated

Ceccon Trucking, with a truck left and
Harold Wold with one on the right finish
unloading gravel on the Arena Parking

ment foreman assisted with his
expertise in planning.
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In 1951. Rollo Cocoon hauled power poles for Lou Mclvor,
with his 1944 truck. A team of horses can be seen in the
background, which hauled the poles and loaded them on
Rollo's truck and then loaded onto the C.P.R. rail.

Out of adversity, success: The history and success of
Rollo Ceccon and Ceccon Trucking of Princeton, BC

’ See page 56
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In 1953, Rollo started
hauling coal to Granby
Power plant in Princ
eton, which produced
electricity for Allenby
& Copper Mtn. “Wlten I
got there, the loader had
broke down, so I was not

I going home empty."

We have often heard it said that “sometimes out of adversity the
greatest successes are bom’’. A close check of the facts surround
ing the history and success of Rollo Ceccon and Ceccon Trucking of
Princeton, British Columbia may bear serious credence to this theory.
By Ronald Mullins

The Early Years
In the late 1920’s and

early 1930’s, following
the First Great War - WW
I, life in certain parts of
Europe was challenging.
Fascism, especially in Ita
ly where the rise of Benito
Amilcare An-drea Musso
lini to the position of the
youngest prime minister
in Italian history, was a
reality. Fascist squads and
militias, inspired by Mus
solini, swept through the
countryside terrorizing
the local population. Diffi
culties and public oppres
sion abounded. Oppor
tunities for individu-als
and families who did not
support Mussolini’s style
of government were being
severely challenged.

So in 1930 Emileo Cec
con and his young family
left their ancestral home
in the north-eastern Ital
ian town of Paese, board
ed a boat and headed
for Canada. Their ocean
transport landed them in

Montreal alone and with
little money and even less
direction. They did have a
spon-sor, a necessity for
immigrating to this ‘new’
land of opportunity. Upon
arrival the Ceccon fam-ily
then got on a train and
headed for British Colum
bia. Several days later and
thousands of kilometres
from Paese they arrived
in Coalmont. A booming
coal mining town on the
banks of the Tulameen
River, eighteen kilometres
northwest of the town of
Princeton... a town that
re-mains the anchor for
the Ceccon family to this
day.

Work opportunities in
the coal mine and on the
Canadian Pacific Rail
way, Kettle Valley line,
was easy to get at this
time and the young family
settled down to their new
life in Canada. Papa Cec
con taught himself and his
family English and was
hired on as a section-man 

by the CPR. Shortly after
beginning work Emileo
and family were moved to
the small rail community
of Kirton, east of Osprey
Lake and just to the west
of Summerland, BC. In the
years that fol-lowed there
were several moves for
the family to other com
munities along the Kettle
Valley railway. Then in
1944 the railway re-locat
ed the Ceccon family to
the copper mining town of
Allenby, headquarters for
the giant Copper Moun
tain mine. The handsome
young Rollo Cec-con had
just reached his sixteenth
birthday.

This new life in Canada
was not always easy for the
Ceccon family. Harsh win
ters, hot sum-mers, small
two or three room houses,
without running water, in
door plumbing or electric
ity, but as Papa Ceccon
always reminded his fam
ily... “Il Canada d un paese

Continued on page 57
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Continual from pose S6

meraviglioso... il meglio.”
"Canada is a wonderful
country... the very best”.

However, just like the
oppression of the African
Americans in the United
States, immigrants to Can
ada were often discrimi
nated against and impacted
by racial slurs and hazing.
The Cec-con boys were
no exception to this type
of community behaviour
when they attended school
in Penticton. Although
there was plenty of op
portunity... adversity was
commonplace as well.

Ceccon Trucking is Bom
After studying auto 

and diesel mechanics in
Edmonton and spending
some time working casual
jobs in the mining opera
tions of Copper Mountain,
Rollo Ceccon was able to
pur-chase his first car... a
1950 Ford. Shortly there
after he and a friend,
Ray Johnson, were ap
proached with an offer to
truck lumber from British
Columbia to Alberta... the
rate $1,000 per trip... more
money than was averaged
in several months at most
jobs of the time. So it was
off to the dealership and an
even trade, the Ford car for
a used 1944 Ford truck and
Ceccon Trucking had start
ed. But like most things 

that are too good to be true,
Ray Johnson left and the
Alberta lumber trucking
business went sideways.

An interesting side bar
to this story is Rollo Cec-
con’s brand loyalty. His
first car was a Ford, his
first truck was a Ford,
many of the trucks in his
business over the years
were Fords and today he
is driving a brand new
Ford sedan. “I have not
always been dealer loyal
but I have been brand
loyal, “ stated Rollo.

Next came the offer
to purchase a 1939 Mer
cury convertible... and
what dashing young man
wouldn’t want to be the 

first in town to own a con
vertible. So Rollo made
the deal, and then real
ized that the fancy con
vertible would just cost
him money and not make
him any. So he traded the
convertible for a three ton
Ford truck... much to the
dismay of many of the
young ladies in the area...
no doubt.

But a three ton truck
with no box was not of
much use. So when a solid
job offer came from the
management of the Cop
per Mountain mine, Rollo
drove the truck to Van
couver and had a dump
box and hydraulic hoist
installed.

The Accident
Although everything

seemed to be going just
right for Rollo Ceccon and
his newly formed com
pany, adversity was just
around the corner. Early on
the morning of November
10, 1954 while working at
the Copper Mountain open
pit mine and trucking mine
waste to the 'glory hole’ (a
surface depression as a re
sult of mining operations)
Rollo experienced what
many believed should have
been a life ending accident.
He was backing the loaded
truck up to the hole when
the bank gave way and the
truck crashed and smashed
down over two-hundred 

feet of rock and debris.
Now remember, this is
before seat belts and roll
protected truck cabs... the
truck, with Rollo in it, was
flattened.

A fellow trucker hap
pened upon the accident
scene and reported it to
the mining crews, but
there were no 'jaws-of-life’
or high angle extraction
teams... it took hours to
get Rollo out of the truck
and back up to the sur
face and then to hospital
in Vancouver, over 285
kilometres away. The re
sult, hundreds of stitches,
crushed vertebrae, broken
bones, unconscious for

Continued on page 59

Late summer of 1956, Rollo is
still on crutches but working
with his brother, seen here by
the two coal trucks, a 1954 600
Ford and a 1956 Ford F800.

Rollo’s new 1989 Freightliner, returning
from a crushing job at Sparwood. First
piece of equipment is the screening plant,
then the crusher. “The Freightliner was a
great truck to drive.”

Rollo’s Dad
poses next to the
wrecked truck.
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ten days in Vancouver’s
General Hospital... but the
worst was... just over two
years in a full body cast.
Not able to move his upper
body, how could Rollo and
the fledgling Ceccon Truck
ing Company survive? Ad
versity may have taken it’s
best shot!

But Pappa Ceccon un
derstood what was neces
sary and encouraged his
oldest son to keep going
and that is just what Rollo
did... denying adversity its
goal. When the cast came
off around Christmas 1956
and he had regained some
of his strength he took the
insurance money from the
accident and made a down
payment on another truck.
Ceccon Trucking was back
in business with Copper
Mountain Mining.

Had The Worst Passed?
Just when it seemed that

the worst may have passed
happiness showed up. On
March 1st of 1957 Rollo
Ceccon married Blanche,
an attractive young lady he
had met at tire local Travel
er’s Cafe. Then on March
2nd... the mine shut down.
Ceccon Trucking was on
tire ropes again.

But that raw gut deter
mination to succeed that
took the family out of Italy
years earlier still prevailed.
With the shutting down of
Copper Mountain, materi
als had to be moved to oth
er mine sites, and Ceccon
Trucking did the work. The
Bethlehem Copper mine
(now Highland Valley Cop
per] east of Ashcroft, Brit
ish Columbia was grow
ing and the Ceccon boys
worked there as well.

The company also pur
chased a small backhoe
and worked around Princ
eton and area on sewer
systems, septic tanks, base
ments... anything that had
to be dug out or moved by

truck... the Ceccon boys
were all over it.

Adversity Turns to
Opportunity

Then Mother Nature’s
adversity struck in the
area... this time, just to
the east of the communi
ty of Hope, BC. In the
dark, early morning hours
of January 9, 1965, the
Hope Slide came down.
It is the largest landslide
ever recorded in Canada
and it completely covered
Highway #3 lulling four
people and displaced all
the water and mud in Out-
ram Lake. Ceccon Truck
ing was the first restora
tion group on the eastern
flank of the slide, arriv
ing about 8:00 p.m. the
same day. (Hope based,
Emil Anderson Construc
tion was was called to
the western flank.) Ac
cording to Rollo, “It was
a pretty rough site. It was
difficult to think where to
begin. There was no food
or accommodation on the
eastern approaches but
we stuck it out. It was
a huge job. We had to
bring everything in... gas
and diesel... food, a cook
house, a trailer to sleep
in, everything... and we
were there for over two
months."

In the ensuing years,
Ceccon Trucking added
a gravel pit and crushing
equipment to their fleet
and the company could
be found working on mine
sites around southern BC,
including Brenda Mine 

west of Peachland and
Sparwood, at the BC/A1-
berta border. They crushed
and hauled the gravel for
the runway extension at
Kelowna’s airport and
worked in Harrison Hot
Springs. As well, they con
tinued their work on log
ging roads and highway
construction pro-jects.

It certainly was not all
smooth roads for Rollo
and his family and Ceccon
Trucking. But that same
raw determination that got
both the family and the
business around life’s pot
holes of adversity endured.
Success followed.

From Pauper to Prince?
Could Rollo Ceccon be

called the Trucking Prince
of Princeton? After all he
has been named Citizen
of the Year and honoured
by the local Lions Club...
We’re not sure, but there
does not appear to be any
other contenders for that
title.

All the ignition keys
have been turned off, the
equipment sold and Cec
con Trucking shut down.
Rollo is retired and still
enjoys life with his wife
Blanche, their two chil
dren and grand-children...
where? In Princeton, BC of
course, where he seems to
know everyone and every
one knows Rollo.

Ronald Mullins is a
Kelowna, B.C. based
writer/photographer and
is a regular contributor to
Supply Post.


