
J u l y  4 ,  1 9 9 8  
V i c t o r i a ,  B . C .  

I  h a v e  b e e n  asked  t o  w r i t e  my  m e m o r i e s  of  the  h i s t o r y  
f o u n d i n g  of t h e  P r i n c e t o n  M u s e u m .  I  am w e l l  a w a r e  o f  the  t r i c k s  
m e m o r y  can p l a y  and  how s u b j e c t i v e  i s  p e r s o n a l  r e c a l l .  Many 
t h i n g s  have  b e e n  f o r g o t t e n  a n d  w i t h  some  of  them i t s  a  f o r t u n a t e  
a n d  m e r c i f u l  l o s s .  What I  do  r e c a l l  m o s t  k e e n l y  i s  t h e  i n c r e d i b l e  
e n t h u s i a s m  w i t h  which the p e o p l e  o f  P r i n c e t o n  r a l l i e d  to  t h e  
t h e  p r o j e c t .  The i n t e r e s t  and e n t h u s i a s m  became i n f e c t i o u s  
and  s p r e a d  w e l l  b e y o n d  t h e  b o u n d a r i e s  o f  the  t o w n .  

In w r i t i n g  t h i s  I  h a v e  had  my  memory  j o g g e d  b y  the  p a t i e n c e  
of  my l o n g - d e c e a s e d  m o t h e r ,  who u n b e k n o w n e s t  t o  m e ,  a b s t r a c t e d  
s e g m e n t s  of  a l l  the  l e t t e r s  I  w r o t e  home  f o r  many y e a r s .  T h e s e  
l e t t e r s  i n c l u d e d  n u m e r o u s  c o m m e n t s  a n d  a d v e n t u r e s  r e l a t e d  t o  
the  m u s e u m .  

I t  was in  F e b u a r y  1 9 5 8  t h a t  G l o r i a  S t o u t  s u g g e s t e d  we s h o u l d  
s t a r t  a  p i o n e e r  m u s e u m  in  P r i n c e t o n .  P r i n c e t o n  h a d  b e e n  i n  
t h e  d o l d r u m s  f o r  some time f o l l o w i n g  t h e  c l o s u r e  o f  C o p p e r  
M o u n t a i n  m i n e  a n d  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  l o s s  o f  h u n d r e d s  of  j o b s .  
O t h e r  t h a n  t o u r i s m  t h e r e  d i d n ' t  a p p e a r  t o  be  m u c h  on  the  h o r i z o n  
f o r  P r i n c e t o n ' s  f u t u r e  a b i l i t y  t o  a t t r a c t  i n d u s t r y .  We w e r e  
aware  t h a t  t o u r i s t s  e i t h e r  d r o v e  d i r e c t l y  t h r o u g h  the  town o r  
i f  t h e y  s t a y e d  o v e r ,  t h e r e  was n o t h i n g  t o  d o ,  e s p e c i a l l y  in 
t h e  e v e n i n g s .  

G l o r i a ' s  m o t h e r ,  M r s .  A n d e r s o n ,  was t h e  o w n e r / o p e r a t o r  of  
an a u t o  c o u r t  o r  f i s h i n g  l o d g e  a t  A l l i s o n  L a k e .  G l o r i a  m e n t i o n e d  
t h a t  e a c h  summer  p e o p l e  f r o m  t h e  c o a s t  w o u l d  r e g i s t e r  t o  s t a y  
i n  t h e s e  c o m p a r a t i v e l y  r u s t i c  c a b i n s .  Many of t h e s e  u r b a n i t e s  
had  n e v e r  b e f o r e  s e e n  a  wood  and  c o a l  s t o v e ,  l e t  a l o n e  knew 
how t o  l i g h t  o r  c o n t r o l  i t .  F o r t y  y e a r s  a g o  p r e - d a t e s  the  
r e s u r g e n c e  of  i n t e r e s t  in  s u c h  n o s t a l g i a .  

To the b e s t  of my k n o w l e d g e ,  f o r t y  y e a r s  a l s o  p r e d a t e d  t h e  
p o p u l a r i t y  of  m u s e u m s ,  or  o t h e r s ,  c o l l e c t i n g  p i o n e e r  ' a r t i f a c t s ' .  
We w e r e  not  aware of  any  p i o n e e r  m u s e u m s  at  t h a t  t i m e  in  B . C .  
and  our  main  t e r m  of r e f e r e n c e  was t o  K n o x  B e r r y  Farm i n  
C a l i f o r n i a  -  t h e  o n l y  one we h a d  h e a r d  o f .  

"We s h o u l d  s a v e  these  o l d  t h i n g s  and  s t a r t  a  m u s e u m  t o  s h o w  
y o u n g e r  p e o p l e  how  t h e  p i o n e e r s  l i v e d , "  s u g g e s t e d  G l o r i a .  The 
i d e a  was n o t  b r a n d  new t o  G l o r i a  as she had a l r e a d y  s t a r t e d  
t o  c o l l e c t  a  few t h i n g s  out  a t  t h e  L o d g e ,  such  a s  an  o l d  s i t ­  
down  b a t h t u b ,  a  foot-warmer  and  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  i t e m s .  
As the  e v e n i n g  w o r e  on our  e n t h u s i a s m  a n d  i d e a s  t u m b l e d  f o r t h .  
In  t h e  m o r n i n g  I s a b e l  Howse ( C a t e r m o l e )  was c o n t a c t e d  and  w i t h  
her  u s u a l  v e r v e  she  j u m p e d  on t h e  b a n d - w a g o n  and  t h e  p r o j e c t  
t o o k  o v e r  our l i v e s  f o r  some m o n t h s .  E l e a n o r  H i c k s  and  J e a n  
B u r r  a g r e e d  t o  w o r k  a l o n g  w i t h  us  a n d  we w e r e  o f f  and  r u n n i n g .  

From  f o r t y  y e a r s  away i t s  now i m p o s s i b l e  to  c r e d i t  e v e r y o n e  
who p a r t i c i p a t e d  and  c o n t r i b u t e d  so g e n e r o u s l y  t o  the  c a u s e .  
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Some v e r y  o b v i o u s  p r o b l e m s  c o n f r o n t e d  u s .  The 2 4 t h  of  May  

was a l w a y s  the  f i r s t  b i g  t o u r i s t  week-end  in  t h e  i n t e r i o r  of  

the P r o v i n c e .  That  was t h e  d a t e  we set  f o r  the  o p e n i n g  of  o u r  

m u s e u m .  

A l l  we had to d o  was g e t  some m o n e y ,  f i n d  a  b u i l d i n g ,  f i n d  

s o m e  i t e m s ,  i n v e n t o r y  and  l a b e l  t h e m ,  o b t a i n  some s h o w c a s e s ,  

a r r a n g e  d i s p l a y s ,  p r o v i d e  s e c u r i t y ,  f i n d  c a r e t a k e r s ,  do  some  

p u b l i c i t y  and t h e n  o p e n  t h e  d o o r .  That  was a l l  -  and  we had  

t h r e e  m o n t h s  t o  d o  i t !  It was f o r t u n a t e  we were  a l l  so  y o u n g  

b e c a u s e  o n l y  y o u t h  u s u a l l y  h a s  s u c h  u n b r i d l e d  o p t i m i s m .  

The f i r s t  m a j o r  p r o b l e m  was  where  t o  h o u s e  t h e  i n f a n t  m u s e u m .  

In  the  c e n t r e  of town was a  l a r g e  v a c a n t  l o t ,  t h e n  owned  I  

b e l i e v e ,  b y  M r .  Elmer  B u r r .  M a n y  y e a r s  b e f o r e  t h i s  l o t  had  

b e e n  the  l o c a t i o n  of t h e  S i m i l k a m e e n  H o t e l  w h i c h  had  p r o u d l y  

b o a s t e d  b e i n g  "The B e s t  H o s t e l r y  in  t h e  I n t e r i o r  of  t h e  

P r o v i n c e " .  Like s o  m a n y  of i t s  k i n d  i t  had b u r n e d  t o  t h e  g r o u n d  

a n d  n e v e r  b e e n  r e p l a c e d .  

We a p p r o a c h e d  the  o w n e r  of  t h e  p r o p e r t y  for  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  

u s e  h i s  l o t  for  a  y e a r ,  s i n c e  at  t h a t  t i m e  we had  no  i d e a  h o w  

we c o u l d  e v e r  r a i s e  m o n e y  for  a  p e r m a n e n t  s t r u c t u r e  and  i t  was 

t o  be  some  years  in  the  f u t u r e  b e f o r e  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  m a d e  f u n d s  

a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s u c h  c o m m u n i t y  p r o j e c t s .  He a g r e e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  

and  we f a c e d  the  n e x t  p r o b l e m  of  p r o v i d i n g  a  b u i l d i n g .  

C o n s i d e r i n g  the  p i o n e e r  e l e m e n t ,  i t  was o b v i o u s  that a l o g  c a b i n  

w o u l d  b e s t  f i t  t h e  b i l l .  

A l l  of  us  knew t h a t  t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  h i l l s  were  d o t t e d  w i t h  

o l d  c a b i n s ,  long a b a n d o n n e d  and  j u s t  w a i t i n g  to  be r e b o r n .  N o t  

s o !  I n v e s t i g a t i o n  by  many  p e o p l e ,  Tom S t o u t  in  p a r t i c u l a r ,  

s o o n  p r o v e d  that  many of  t h e s e  s t r u c t u r e s  w e r e  w e l l  b e y o n d  

r e d e m p t i o n .  Some t h a t  were  remembered  as  in  e x c e l l e n t  c o n d i t i o n  

h a d  f a l l e n  p r e y  to  the e l e m e n t s  w h i l e  o t h e r s  t h a t  had s t o o d  

p r o u d l y  i n  t h e i r  w o o d e d  s o l i t u d e  had b e e n  v i c t i m i z e d  by  c a r e l e s s  

h u n t e r s  a n d  b u r n e d  to  t h e  g r o u n d .  

A f t e r  m a n y  h o u r s  a n d  m i l e s  of  s e a r c h i n g  a  s u i t a b l e  c a b i n  
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was l o c a t e d .  All  i t  w o u l d  n e e d  was new  lower  l o g s ,  a  new r o o f ,  

new f l o o r ,  new d o o r  and  w i n d o w s  and  of  c o u r s e ,  w i r e d  for  

e l e c t r i c i t y .  A l l  t h a t  w o u l d  come a f t e r  the  c a b i n  had b e e n  

d i s m a n t l e d ,  each log  c a r e f u l l y  n u m b e r e d ,  t r a n p o r t e d  to P r i n c e t o n  

and r e a s s e m b l e d  on our  b o r r o w e d  l o t .  

The n e x t  p r o b l e m  was n o t  h a r d  to  f i g u r e  o u t .  Money  !  We 

h e a r d  t h a t  the  C e n t e n n i a l  Committee  h a d  some and  we t h o u g h t  

i t  m i g h t  be  w i s e  t o  o f f e r  t o  h e l p  t h e m  s p e n d  i t .  I s a b e l ,  G l o r i a  

and  I  a r r a n g e d  to  a t t e n d  a  m e e t i n g  of  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  and t o  a d d  

c r e d i b i l i t y  to  o u r  r e q u e s t  we asked  D r . J o h n  G o o d f e l l o w  t o  a c c o m ­  

m p a n y  u s .  D r .  G o o d f e l l o w  had been  a  r e s i d e n t  of  the  t o w n  f o r  

�any y e a r s  and  was a  h i g h l y  r e s p e c t e d  c i t i z e n  and  h i s t o r i a n .  

We k n e w  h i s  s y m p a t h i e s  w e r e  w i t h  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  of  a  m u s e u m  

· a n d  w e r e  r e w a r d e d  b y  h i s  d e l i v e r y  of  an  i m p a s s i o n e d  p l e a  f o r  

a s s i s t a n c e .  

G l o r i a  a s s u r e d  them we c o u l d  m o v e  t h e  c a b i n  f o r  one h u n d r e d  

d o l l a r s .  We had b e e n  t o l d  t h a t  the e n t i r e  b u d g e t  f o r  the  C e n t ­  

e n n i a l  C o m m i t t e e  was $ 2 5 0  (  a  f a i r  sum in  t h o s e  d a y s ! )  so we 

w e r e  a s k i n g  for  f o r t y  p e r c e n t  of  t h e i r  f u n d i n g  f o r  one d r e a m  

t h a t  was yet  to g e t  o f f  t h e  g r o u n d !  T h e r e  w e r e  some d i s s e n t i n g  

v o i c e s .  D r .  G o o d f e l l o w  s p o k e  up  and r e f e r r e d  t o  we three  women 

as " F a i t h ,  Hope and  C h a r i t y "  There was no  s h o r t a g e  of f a i t h ,  

h o p e  was r u n n i n g  h i g h  and  f o r t u n a t e l y  t h e  C o m m i t t e e  c h o s e  t o  

s h o w  t h e  c h a r i t y  and  a w a r d e d  us  the  $ 1 0 0 .  

As we w a i t e d  f o r  our  b u i l d i n g  to  a r r i v e  we b u s i e d  o u r s e l v e s  

w i t h  a d v e r t i s i n g  and  p r o m o t i o n .  A  n u m b e r  o f  i t e m s  a l r e a d y  

c o l l e c t e d  were  d i s p l a y e d  i n  the  window  o f  t h e  S t e d m a n ' s  s t o r e  

a n d  g e n e r a t e d  much i n t e r e s t .  A p p e a l s  w e r e  made  t o  the  p u b l i c  

f o r  any  i t e m s  and  b e c a u s e  we were  u n c e r t a i n  as  to  the  v i a b i l i t y  

of  l o n g - t e r m  s u r v i v a l  of o u r  museum a n d  s i n c e  we c o u l d  n o t  

g u a r a n t e e  s e c u r i t y  on a y e a r  r o u n d  b a s i s ,  we a s k e d  t h e  p u b l i c  

t o  l e n d  us  items  t h e y  v a l u e d ,  for  the  summer  s e a s o n  o n l y .  

W e e k l y  a r t i c l e s  a b o u t  o u r  p r o g r e s s  w e r e  s u b m i t t e d  to  t h e  

n e w s p a p e r .  A r t i c l e s  were t a k e n  to v a r i o u s  c l a s s r o o m s  to g a i n  
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the  i n t e r e s t  of  the  y o u n g  p e o p l e .  S e r v i c e  C l u b s ,  L o d g e s  a n d  

e v e r y  o r g a n i z e d  g r o u p  w a s  a d d r e s s e d  a n d  e n r o l l e d  i n  a s s i s t i n g .  

W h e r e v e r  we s p o k e ,  e i t h e r  f o r m a l l y  o r  i n f o r m a l l y  the  i d e a s  w e r e  

met  w i t h  e n t h u s i a s m  a n d  o f f e r s  o f  h e l p .  Many new  and  g o o d  i d e a s  

w e r e  put  f o r w a r d  and  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i n t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  p l a n .  

We worked  a t  s p r e a d i n g  t h e  w o r d  o f  o u r  p r o j e c t  t o  d i s t a n t  

a r e a s  in  h o p e s  of  o b t a i n i n g  i n t e r e s t  a n d  i t e m s  f r o m  p e o p l e  who 

may  h a v e  l e f t  the  a r e a .  We w r o t e  t o  C . B . C .  r a d i o  and  r e c e i v e d  

an  i n v i t a t i o n  to  a p p e a r  i n  p e r s o n  on  a  p o p u l a r  m o r n i n g  r a d i o  

show with  E i l e e n  L a u r i e .  I s a b e l  a n d  I  t r a v e l l e d  t o  the C o a s t  

f o r  the  show s i n c e  G l o r i a  w a s  i n d i s p o s e d  f o r  s o m e  time  w i t h  

t h e  i m p e n d i n g  a r r i v a l  o f  Tom J u n i o r .  

K i l l i n g  s e v e r a l  b i r d s  w i t h  o n e  s t o n e  we p a i d  a  v i s i t  t o  the  

M a n a g i n g  E d i t o r  of t h e  V a n c o u v e r  S u n  a n d  c o m p l a i n e d  that t h e  

o n l y  news c o v e r a g e  P r i n c e t o n  e v e r  r e c e i v e d  was when someone 

was k i l l e d  on the H i g h w a y .  He  p r o m i s e d  us  he w o u l d  see  t h a t  

a n y t h i n g  we s u b m i t t e d  w o u l d  b e  p r i n t e d  a n d  he p r o c e e d e d  t o  do  

s o .  Museum at 
Princeton 
Draws Many 

·  PRINCETON-Almost 9,000 
eersons have , signed the I 
visitors' book in the Princeton 

! 

The museum, housed in a 
60,year-old log cabin, contains 
century-old clothing, a con­ 
fiscated whiskey-still and a 

great many other relics of the 
area of 100 years ago. The 
museum .Is this. community's 
centennial venture. i 

The still, confiscated by 
"ltCMP, was shown only after · 

epecial permission had been I 
obtained from Ottawa. Both 
ends of the worm had to be , 
plugged with lead before the ! 
pq11or-making device could be 

c!isplayed. I 
: The mu

0

seum, 'as a centen- I 
nial project, was started by 
three Princeton residents, Mrs. 
Rosemary Pesut, Mrs. R. 
Stout and Miss Isobel Howse. 

The log-cabin housing was 
transported from its original 
aite to a downtown lot. 

The visitors' book boasts 
names from Honk Konk, Tel-· 
.A-Viv, Japan, New Zealand, 
. _. -1  _ , ,  .-.. - ·  t  ,... ,  ; J � ,.  T '  C:  

museum, 
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On o u r  r e t u r n  t r i p  we w e r e  a c c o m m p a n i e d  b y  our  new ( b u t  v e r y  

o l d  and  e x c e p t i o n a l l y  t a l l )  s e c o n d - h a n d  m a n n e q u i n  whom we d u b b e d  

' J u d y "  An e l d e r l y ,  f o r m e r  P r i n c e t o n  woman g a v e  I s a b e l  $ 2 5  

d o l l a r s  toward  our  c a u s e  and t h i s  we s p e n t  t o  p u r c h a s e  J u d y .  

The c o m p a n y  f r o m  whom we p u r c h a s e d  J u d y  d o n a t e d  h e r  somewhat  

o l d  f a s h i o n e d  w i g  s o  a l t h o u g h  she s i m u l a t e d  L a d y  G o d i v a  i n  h e r  

n u d i t y ,  she r o d e  to  h e r  new home in P r i n c e t o n ,  n o  l o n g e r  b a l d .  

It  was a m e m o r a b l e  t r i p  b e c a u s e  J u d y  was c o m p l e t e l y  u n b e n d a b l e .  

She w o u l d  o n l y  f i t  i n t o  t h e  b a c k  seat  at  an a n g l e  which  e i t h e r  

r e q u i r e d  her  f e e t  t o  p r o j e c t  i n t o  the r e a r  w i n d o w  o r  h e r  h e a d  

t o  r i s e  a t  an awkward a n g l e  t o w a r d  t h e  c a r ' s  r o o f .  We c h o s e  

t h e  h e a d  and h o p e d  t h a t  no  s h o r t - s i g h t e d  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  m i g h t  

s e e  us  and  assume  o u r  r e a r  p a s s e n g e r  was s u f f e r i n g  from  r i g o r  

m o r t i s .  

In t h e  m e a n t i m e ,  Tom S t o u t  a n d  h i s  band of  v o l u n t e e r s  w e r e  

s u r g i n g  a h e a d  w i t h  m o v i n g  t h e  l o g  c a b i n  i n t o  t o w n .  O v e r  a  h u n d r e d  

v o l u n t e e r s  w o r k e d  t o  a  g r e a t e r  or  l e s s e r  d e g r e e  on the  b u i l d i n g .  

The b u i l d i n g  n e e d e d  a  r o o f  a n d  the V o l u n t e e r  F i r e m e n  w e r e  

t h e r e  to  do the  j o b .  We n e e d e d  windows  and  t h e  g l a s s  was g i v e n  

b y  a  l o c a l  m e r c h a n t .  We n e e d e d  f l o o r i n g  w h i c h  was o b t a i n e d  

f r o m  a  d i s m a n t l e d  v a t  at  an o l d  m i l l .  We n e e d e d  a  s i g n  -  one  

of the  s a w m i l l s  v o l u n t a r i l y  c u t  a  l a r g e  p i e c e  of  p l a n k i n g ,  

l e a v i n g  t h e  bark  on the  o u t e r  e d g e s  to  g i v e  a  m o r e  r u s t i c  

a p p e a r a n c e .  Then the g r a d e  e l e v e n  b o y s  t o o k  o v e r  u n d e r  t h e  

g u i d a n c e  of two t e a c h e r s  and  m a d e  our  e x c e l l e n t  s i g n .  

I s a b e l  had s p o t t e d  some  f l u o r e s c e n t  l i g h t s  i n  an a b a n d o n n e d  

b u i l d i n g  so  a f t e r  g e t t i n g  p e r m i s s i o n  to  remove  t h e m  an 

e l e c t r i c i a n  came forward  and  d o n a t e d  h i s  t i m e  and  m a t e r i a l .  

A  l o c a l  c a r p e n t e r  m a d e  the  d o o r s  and i n s t a l l e d  t h e  w i n d o w s .  

A  p a i n t e r  came and  a n t i q u e d  t h e  new wood  t o  b l e n d  i n  w i t h  t h e  

a n c i e n t  b u i l d i n g .  H e a v y  g a u g e  w i r e  was n e e d e d  to  c o v e r  the  

w i n d o w s  f o r  s e c u r i t y  s i n c e  b y  t h i s  t i m e  we had  a c c u m m u l a t e d  

some v a l u a b l e  p i e c e s  for  e x h i b i t  -  a  w e l d e r  o f f e r e d  his  s e r v i c e s  
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and a l s o  h u n g  the s i g n  f o r  u s .  A n o t h e r  w e l d e r  m a d e  the  s t a n d  

t o  h o l d  ' J u d y ' ,  the  m a n n e q u i n ,  f i r m l y  on h e r  f e e t .  

S h o w c a s e s  were d o n a t e d  f r o m  an o l d  s t o r e  (  S t a f f o r d s '  D r y  

G o o d s ,  I  b e l i e v e )  The f e n c e  was d o n a t e d  and p u t  u p  by  the  

R o t a r i a n s ,  who w i s e l y  d e l e g a t e d  t h e  t a s k  t o  the  f o u r  new m e m b e r s  

in  t h e  c l u b .  

We n e e d e d  a  v i s i t o r s  r e g i s t e r  and  the  W o m e n ' s  I n s t i t u t e  

came to  our  a s s i s t n c e .  A  d o n a t i o n  box  was m a d e  b y  one  of t h e  

S e n i o r  C i t i z e n s .  B r i c k s  for  t h e  c h i m n e y  w e r e  d o n a t e d  by a 

h a r d w a r e  merchant  and  a  v o l u n t e e r  b r i c k l a y e r  c o m p l e t e d  the  j o b .  

I t  was d e c i d e d  a  f l o w e r  b o x  w o u l d  b r i g h t e n  t h e  f r o n t  window  

and  a  n u r s e y m a n  p r o v i d e d  i t .  

When the b u i l d i n g  was c o m p l e t e d  l i t t e r  and  r e f u s e  c o v e r e d  

t h e  l o t  and b e f o r e  we k n e w  i t  t h e  t o w n ' s  G a r b a g e  C o l l e c t o r s  

bad  r a k e d  i t  up  and c a r t e d  i t  a w a y .  

Some of  the  h e l p  was n o t  s o  v i s i b l e .  A  woman who h e l p e d  

s u p p o r t  h e r s e l f  by d o i n g  n e e d l e w o r k  d i d  some n e c e s s a r y  sewing  

f o r  me t h e n  r e f u s e d  p a y m e n t ,  s a y i n g  s i n c e  I  was w o r k i n g  for  

t h e  M u s e u m  the  sewing w o u l d  b e  her  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  the  p r o j e c t .  

And n o t  to  be f o r g o t t e n ,  t h e  B r e w e r y  o f f e r e d  f r e e  b e e r  on s o m e  

of  t h e  work  p a r t i e s .  

D o n a t i o n s  c o n t i n u e d  to  a r r i v e  as  w e l l  as  f a m i l y  h e i r l o o m s  

on l o a n ,  s u c h  as General  S h e r m a n ' s  sword  f r o m  the  A l l i s o n  f a m i l y .  

Our  s e a r c h  for items of  i n t e r e s t  t o o k  us m a n y  m i l e s  from h o m e .  

I s a b e l  d r o v e  the Fraser C a n y o n  a s  far  a s  B a r k e r v i l l e  and  f o u n d  

m o r e  i t e m s  to  add  to  her  own p e r s o n a l  and  v a l u a b l e  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  

t o  our  d i s p l a y s .  I  d r o v e  t o  K e l o w n a ,  V e r n o n  and  K a m l o o p s  

i n v e s t i g a t i n g  such p o s s i b l i t i e s  f o r  t r e a s u r e s  as  t h e  O " K e e f e  

f a m i l y ,  who a t  that  t i m e  � a d n ' t  e v e n  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  

p o s s i b l i l i t i e s  of a c o l l e c t i o n .  A  lot  ot t i m e  was s p e n t  in 

K e r e m e o s  a n d  Cawston w h e r e  many  o l d t i m e r s  b e c a m e  as e n t h u s i a s t i c  

in t h e i r  d o n a t i o n s  as  were  t h e  P r i n c e t o n  p e o p l e .  
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As S e p t e m b e r  c l o s e d  in and  the t o u r i s t s  went  home we c l o s e d  

the d o o r  on a v e r y  s u c e s s f u l  s e a s o n .  A l l  t h a t  was l e f t  to do  

was r e t u r n  the  f a m i l y  i t e m s  that  had been  p r o v i d e d  on loan  and 

s e c u r e  the  o t h e r  d i s p l a y  m a t e r i a l  that  w o u l d  be  s p e n d i n g  a  c h i l l y  

w i n t e r  in  the o l d  c a b i n .  

I  think  a l l  t h r e e  of us must  have  b e e n  s u r p r i s e d  t o  r e c e i v e  

n o t i f i c a t i o n  that  we were to  be awarded  c e r t i f i c a t e s  from  Premier  

W . A . C . B e n n e t t  in  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  our  c o n t r i b u t i o n  to  B . C .  ' s  

C e n t e n n i a l  Y e a r .  I  can speak  o n l y  f o r  m y s e l f  when I s a y  that  

the  p r o j e c t  was c h a l l e n g i n g  and  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  fun  and  a l t h o u g h  

i t  may h a v e  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  C e n t e n n i a l  s p i r i t ,  t h a t  was n o t  

the  r e a s o n  I  b e c a m e  i n v l o v e d .  I t  o p e n e d  many  new d o o r s  f o r  

me and e x p o s e d  me t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  of B . C .  

F o r t y  y e a r s  l a t e r  I  s t i l l  p u r s u e  t h i s  i n t e r e s t  i n  h i s t o r y  

b y  a c t i n g  a s  a  t o u r  g u i d e  and  r e s e a r c h e r  w i t h  V i c t o r i a ' s  O l d  

C e m e t e r y  S o c i e t y .  Some of the  p e o p l e  to  whom I  was i n t r o d u c e d  

through  my work  w i t h  the M u s e u m ,  s u c h  as  B i l l y  B a r k e r ,  of 

B a r k e r v i l l e  f a m e ,  D e w d n e y  of  D e w d n e y  T r a i l ,  B a r n a r d  o f  BX s t a g e s  

and  Sir  James D o u g l a s  h i m s e l f ,  a l l  r e s t  in  Ross  Bay C e m e t e r y  

where  t h i s  a f t e r n o o n  I  w i l l  be  t e l l i n g  the  s t o r i e s  of  t h e s e  

p i o n e e r s  and t h e i r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  to  B . C . ,  

This e n r i c h i n g  l e g a c y  was b o r n  40 y e a r s  a g o  when G l o r i a  S t o u t  

made  the s t a t e m e n t ,  " L e t ' s  s t a r t  a  M u s e u m . "  


