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Similkameen is that area of
Brit:sh Columbig drained by thre
Similkameen and Tulameen rivers.
For historical purposes, it may bhe
cefined as the country east of Hope,
west of Penticten, ang south of
Merrity to the Internationg) Boui-
dary line. It is g land of river
b>nchlands, rolling hills, and per-
cipitous heights: the Kind of g
country to delicht {he heart of g
§kier. Princet:cn, in the forks of the
“Wp riiers is the heart of the valley.
It has a population nearing the
2,500 mark, and is the meeting and
marketing point for a numbar of
lesser towns in the valley. Coal-
mont, Blakeburn and Tulameen {o
the west; Allenby ang C-p-er
Mcuntain to t{he routh; Hedley,
Nickle Pla‘e and Keremeos to tha
east, are, for the most part, mining
cen'res tr'butary to Frinceton. Or-
ganized - skiing in this district «is

~lttle-more—than(ten-years—old; but

skiing as a means cf transpor aton
In Similkameen goe; back to April,
1913.

A. O. J-hnson ran g store in Coal-
mon{ during 1921-23, and in 1921
procured from Spaliing in Vancou-
ver, throuzh he Hudon’s Bay
Company, some pairs of skis. Th'y
were returned, however, bz2ing con-
sidered tco dear for local sale. They
were $3C 00 g pair. Later, Mr J.h2-
son got 3 dozen skis from Hume of
Revel“toke. They were ihe ﬁr§t
fac'ory-made sk's to bz sold 1.n
Coalmont  Costing $13.00 a Fpalr
(without harness) they were .the
“Nor hlani” skis, made in MIri-
eapol’'s. Wori'e at Phoenix i.n 1910
Mr. Johnson had imp rted §k1s fr: n;
Norway, through Mf)l‘l'l{l ‘an
Thomw p on—the “Hagen’ skis, som-

ing from Oslo, Norway's capital,
then kncwn as Christiana. Lonz be-
fore tha! Andy had used home-
made skis at the Rambler mine
in the Slocan country,

Let us bezin at the begining. In
an article on “Pioneering on Skis
In Canada” (Norse Canadian, Jan-
uary, 1939, p. 9) Nels Nelson no‘es
that Claus Jeldnes was the first
ski-jumper in Canada in 1898-99.
“Organized Skiing, however, start-
ed with the formation ¢f the Phoe-
nix Ski Club, the firs; in Canada.
Andy Joshn-on, now of Princeton,
was the first President: other
charter members were Engvald
“Minnie” Engen, now C. P. R. con-
duclor, cf Pentic on; Andy S'en-
vold, Hans Christensen, Albin Nel-
son, Gust EKklof, Charles Eklof and
others When Phoenix folded up,

‘they moved en bloc to Frincet:n,

where they started th= Prince'on
Ski Club”
It should be noted, however, that

quite ‘a number of years elapsed
before the formation ¢f the Prince-
ton Ski Club. Long before this
rkiing had been used as a means
of .ransportation in the valley. Hans
Freiding claims to be the first man

to ski in Similkameen. In the fall

cf 1912 he bought the first pair of
skis through S. R. Gibson, who was
‘hen proprietor of the Princeton
harcware store. In March, 1913,
Hans was at Coppsr Mounta'n. He
recziveq a message that his wife
was ill and skied by mo:nlight from
Copper M:untain to his home in
Princeton A son was born to Hans
and Mrs. Freeding, on 6 h; April,
1913 Thereafter followed fifteen
years befores skiinz became gn or-
ganized sporp in the valley. Since
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then it has achieved a po;:ula.ri.ty
far surpassing t{he hopes of .'ts
founders. Writing in the Canadian
Ski Year Book, 1938, p. 172, of the
Western Championchip, held In
Princeton that year, Dr. J. D. But-
ler reports (wi h commendable ex-
ageration) that in a population of
1,600 “there are about 1,400 skiers
(the other hundrei are under a
year old)” The popula icn has in-
creased since then, gnd skiing has
increased in proportion.

The meeting which finally gave
form to what had long been a dream

of enthusiasts was called to meet
in Prince on in the Scandinavian
hall (ncw the Elks hall). A. O.
Johnson, the genial proprietor of
the Tulameen Hotel, was in the
Chair, and expressed the hope that
a live club would be formed. Asb-
jorn Krogs ad was secretary cf the
meeting. J. A. Brown and A. O.
Johnson were nominatei honorary
Precidents, and A. S‘envold and
Ivar Knudsen President and vice
President. This was on 27th, Jan-
uary, 1929. The second meeting
was held in the dining rcom of the
Tulameen Hotel ol the 2nd, Feb-

ruary, 1929. This bezan with an
Interesting debate as to the lan-
guage to be used at Club meetingzs.
Some found diff culty in expres-ing
themselves in the English languzge,
but it was unanimousiy agreed tliat
Enzlish should pe the lanzuage of
the Club; and that the members
would have the privilege of using
any cf the Scandinavian languages
if they found this a better medium
Of expre-sion, but all such lan-
guazes would immediately pe {rans-
lated into English. S'nce then gall
members hailing from Scandinavian

o

countries have become So proficient
in English that the servicss of an
interpreter are no longer nece-sary
At this second meetinz details of
the first Ski race to be held the fol-
lowing day were completed. Minnie
Engen and A. Stenvold seem to
have been the moving spirits in this
firsi public display of skiing in
Similkameen. J. Olsen came firs:
In the 24 mile race: B. Ne-s first mn
the 12 mile; and Gordon Freiding
first in the Juniors. Andy Johnson
and IL.ar Knudsen shared in the
honours of the day. By the end cf
February the Club b:zas ed of over
100 members.

Later in our story reference will
be made to the part played by the
ladies in organized skiing, but the
fcllowing minu e reveals how ear'y
In ils hi-tory the men of the
Frinceton Ski Club reaiized that
they could not succeed without the
help of the ladies:

“‘he 6th of February (1929) . .

Yes sir. The ladies will pe per-
mitted to enter  he SKki-club, gnd

the ladies shoulg have their

own cimmit'ee in ‘he club, be-
cause If we are going tg te!l the
truth, everyone of us w'll be
saying, there is and never will
be a real club, wha ever it 1S,
without the laiies because they
Know how to handle the re-
freshment and at the same time
they know how to hancle q Suc-
cessful dance, etc. .. The la-
dies in charge of the last dance
were Mrs. Jacobson, Mrs Sten-

vold, Mrs. Carlson gnd Mis: M.

Brown.”

On the 22nd, February, 1929, at
a meet'ny in t2e Scandinavian hall,
a commitiee of ten was aprointad



to Inves igale and recommend the
test hill in the di-trict for jump-
ing. J. Carlson was named cone-
vener of the committee which in-
cluded I. Knudsen, J. O.son, A,
Krogstad, O, Carl-on, J. A. Brown,
A. Sorenson, C. V. Prcsser, J. Han-
Sén and H. MclInroy. A. S.envold
was a member ex officio, and Min-
nie Engen gassisted. After much
searching the present hill was rec-
ommended. It is gn the couth side
of the Similkameen River, and
about two miles east of Princeton.
The Princeton Golf Club had the
flat below ang arrangements were
comp.e.ed that the Ski Club shoulqd
have {the use of the flat during the
winter monhs. At subseuent meet-
In3s during this first sea-on ways
and means were debated of making
toe hill the attraction it prom:ised
to be

The hill recommended has since
Jus ified the wisiom of those who
made the sclection. Before the first
big tournament could be held much
planning and crgan.zing were nec-
€ sary, and the hill had to be put
In shape. This invo.ved “high fin-
ance.” The extrac.s which follow
were taken from an unda‘ed cir-
cular letter which was wissly dis-
tributed. They rezveal the high
hopes wi'h which the members
faced the future:

“It is the ambilicn f the offi-
cers and members of the Prince-

] |

of the fund campaign for a good
sale for the Prize Drawing
Dance to be held in the Or-
ange Hall at Princeton, on Fri-
day, September 27th, 1929, that
we ask your support, and so
help the thing along, and on
the. 27th, of Sept.,, there is
going to be gver “SIX HUN-
DRED DOLLARS” worth of
Prizes gi.en away, the first
prize being a beautiful Rest-
more Chesterfield Suits, re ail-
anywhere in the Province at
$275. . . .

The Frinceton Ski Club have
the Jump'ng Hill well away un-
der construction, and when
comple%d there is no gther hill
in Canada that can compare
with it for Ski Jumping, the
hill was selected by the well
known Ski Jumper Mr. Engen,
and it migh! be said that he is
the “Daddy of Ski Jumping in
B.C.” the hill is of a natural
jump curve, and the jumper can
be seen from the start ‘o the
fini‘h of the jump, and there
Is pleniy cf hil to jump 260
feet, and it is hoped that the
worlcs record of 240 ft will be
broken on this hill by 1931 the
tournament taking place in
January 1930, which is going to
be ano her Red Letter day in

the history of the Similkameen
Valley.”

Before the da e announced in the
above letter g paragraph in the
local paper acquain‘ed its readers
wih the fact that :he whole
scheme had been cancelled. In {he
fall of that year, 1929, Minnie En-
gen was elected tp the Chair, with
Jack Taylor as Vice-Pres'dean. On

ton Ski Club .0 make the Simil-
kameen Valley the centre of at-
trac.ion for winter spor:ds, no.
only for the residen's cf the
% Similkameen Valley, but for (he
Province at large. . ..
. And so it is with the sale
jj of ticke's of the pres-n. drive
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that cccasion fitting tribute was
paid to Mr. S.envold as the Club’s
first President. He still continues
to take an ac.ive interest, and his
son, Carl, is the present efficient
secretary. Financing continued by
less spec acular methods, progress
on the hill was good, and by De-
cember were all eagar fcr the first
snowfall. The sSnow came Some
time before Christmas—ndlenty of
it—and con'inued to fall gt inter-
vals. On the last Sunday of 1929
Ivar Knudsen and Minnle Engen
tried the big hill. There had been
quite g thaw and {he hiill was not
in good shape for experimen ing,
but both Engen anj Knudsen went
over the {op to the echo of “Look
out belocw:” Engen hurt h'mself
rather badly, wrenching his back,
and was confinedq to bed for some
days. Ivar was hurt too, bu, not
sufficiently to keep him at home.
On the fcllowing Monday the wri er
went to see Mr. Engen. He was still
in bed, but quite de ermined “ihat
hill wont get me.” It was a cur-
prise tp many that he was back
on deck for the official opening on
New Year’s Day 193¢ The star
jumpers on this date were Mello
McKenzie cf Revelsloke ( he Fly-
ing Scotchman), and Ivar Knud-

Sén. Kach made two jumps and
two spills, Minnie Enzen was Di-
reztor of Ceremonies. This serve-
45 a good introduction tgp the nio
tournament plannej f-r th end of
the month, It was determined that
there would be no repeti ion of the
New Year’s day spills, and much
work was done on the hill duvinge
the interval. A 35-foot rcaff 13 was

erected, and the take-off e:ltended
Lwo feet.

In prepara ion for the first “big
event” there were endless meetings.
The problem of accomodation for
v.siting ckiers was complicated by
the fac. that on the night of &L.n-
day, 20h, January, 1929, the Simiik-
ameen Hotel was burned in the
ground. Fire broke cut that night
while a Beard of Trade meeting was
In prozress and ithe temperature
outside was more than twenty be-
low zero. The citizen! of Prince:ion
ralliej to the occasicn, and opened
their hcmes to thoe who could not
find accomodation in the Princeton
or Tulameen ho els. The first tour-
nament proved to be a great suc-
cess. The Hon. W. A. MacKenzis,
Minister of Mines, opened the pro-
ceedings. On the first day A. Sneles
of Hollyburn Club, won the 12

m:le race in 1 hour and 3 1-4 min-
u es.

By the time I got to the hill on
the day of the jumpinz it was
nearly 2 o’clock, sy I knew .hat I
would not have long to wait if the
jumping ctarted on time. I: did.
Soon af er 2 o’clock came the call
“LZok out below!” In a moment
all was hushed, and in that hush
of expectation I saw Nels Nelson,
world-champion of a fenmer year,
high up on the sky-line. He was
at the top of the extzension. In 1q
seccnd he was off, then out from
the take-off and through the air,
landing on the hill somewhere half-
way cown. He made a beau iful
curve through the air and landed
splendid’y on the hill, and shot
out from the fo:t. It was his firs.
jump on “Our HIill”. Jumpers from
Re.elstoke, Burns Lake, Vancouver,
Copper Mountain gnd Frinceton all
took part., In all, 15 jump:rs made
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60 Jumps. There were less than
half a dozen spills. No one was
hurt. The weather man was on our
stie, and everything went ¢moo hly
as clockwcrk. Len Howson of Pen-
ticton was manager for the day,
and everything went “according to
plan”. From t{he minute of the
first jump there was no waiting.
The crowd of spectat:rs was estim-
ated at be ween 800 and 900. The
longes{ jump was imade by R. Lym-
bourn of Revelstoke: 168 feet, com-
ing from the top cf the rcaffold.
He made four fee! better than his
tuvor, Nels Nelson, whose jump of
164 feef was equalled by that of our
cwn Ivar Knudsen.

The Darcy M:unfain road was
crowded with traffic .hat day, and
I no.ed Bert Irwin with a truck
load of kids making for the hill
This i‘em is wor hy of a place n
our reccrcs for ny one has worked
more cocnsi-tently in the interests
of skiing among the juniors than
Rer, Irwin, the organizer of the
Amber Ski Club, ab-ut which we
shall have more to say later on. At
7 pm. on the night of the jumping
tournamen; there was a banquet
for the skiers in ‘the Tulameen
Iotel, and Nel; Nels:n told me that
he originally intended to bé a sky-
pi'lot rather than a ski-pilot,

The h'story of rubsequent tour-
namen s will be tcld more briefly,
but this first one includes the story
of hezinninzs, and deserves longer
no ice. Such Success as attended it
was not the re-ult of gocd luck, .b”t
of hard work and careful planning

The following let er from th?
Hon, W, A. McKenzie, M'.nisier.m
Mines in 1930, is e idence of ihe 111-
teres. he took in the Cclub. The cup

which he dona'ed was a prized
trophy. The letter is addressed to
Mr. A. Stenvold and Mr. Oscar
Carson, and dated “Office of the
Minister ((of Mines)), Vic oria,
December 19th, 1930,” and reads- as
follows:

“I appreciate the courtesy
you extended me in prop:sing
to elect me your Honorary Pres-
iden; and I wish to assure you
that it will give me great pleas-
ure to accep! this office frim
your Club. At the present mo-
ment I am unable to say
whether or not I may be in
Princecon while your Champion-
ship Ccmpetitions are being
held on January 28 h and 29th
next. However, in any case,
you have my best wishes for a
successful and interesting meet.
—Yours very truly, W. A. Mc-
Kenzie, Minister of M:nes.”

A note in the Princeton STAR
for Thursday, 1st January, 1931,
tells that C:pper Moun'‘ain has a
good hill. ‘“Litile but game” was
the comment of Ivar Knuls:n last
Sunday after making the first jump
on Copper Mountain hill. Jurnbos
of 100 and 115 feet. The new Club

at Copper Moun ain has 42 mem-
Ders. . J

The B. C. chamrionships were
held in Princetcn in 1931, Wednes-
day and Thursday, January 28 ond
29. Minnie Engen was Captain and
Hill Manager and Judges were A.
Grimsgaard as-isted by E. Engen
and A. Stenvold. Weather condi-
ticns could not have besn worse
for the event. The most marvellous
thing ab:ut the tournament Wwas
that it was held in spi‘e of adverse
weather conditions. Snow had (0




. -

be packed on top the road for the
race, and on the hill for the jump
Johnny Carlson said that when he
caw the hill on Thursday morning

he almost wept—it was so wet and

slushy, and the bare spo.s were SO
prominent. But wi.h willing help-
ers it was possible to make it com-
paratively safe for jumping. Tommy
Tapping of Re . elsioke fractured an
ankle. A. Snel; of Prince on cap-
tured the race. Nel!ls Jorstad of
Winnipeg carriei off the combined
champicnship of B. C, in the first
of the western mee s to b2 held in
Princeton, with 384 points to Kal-
dahl’'s 282.4; and Pete Sandness’s
262.1. Jorstad won the Grand Cup
for Class A. Combined; Nordall
Kaldahl, Hollyburn, the ctyle jurp-
ing trophy; and Nip Stone, Grouse
Mcuntain, the longest s anding
jump event. The tournament had
been broadcast over Spokane, Wen-
atchee and Vancouver s ations. 1t
had already affiliated with the
Western branch of the Canadian
Amateur Ski Association. Chief
Grimsgaard commence dthe work
done by the local club in spite of
weather conditions. Financially, too
It was a success; $249 00 being
taken a’ the hill, and $260.0> at the
dance.

The weather man helped to make
the 1932 tournament an unqualifi-
ed success. (Thursday and Friday,
qanuary 28 and 29). The hill was
In good shape. No I'ecords were
aproached, far legs broken, but g
}ocal record of 197 fi. was made hy
H. Wahm of Portlanq in g trial
Jump. The mark of H. Belsvik, 198
feet, made earlicy In the mon.h,
u‘ws marred by a fall. Belovik had
the satisfaction cf making the

longest standing jump in the com-
petition, 189 feet. Over 1,000 people
were present, including young peo-
ple, who did not pay for admission.
Gate receipts were $490 00.

Albert Jchnson of Vancouver sz-
cured major honours in the 1933
even; with 200 points in racing, and
11675 in jumpinz. Nordal Kaldanl
jumpred 175 feet. Tom Mobraatzan
equalled this dictancz but fell. Miss
Daisy Bourdon of Vancouver, sec-
retary of the C. A. S. C. Wes.ern
Branch, visited, and mace many
friends She presen ed the prizes
at the dance following the tourna-
ment.

Snow-bound roads cfficially can-
celled the 1934 New Year’'s Day Ski
Jump, but jumps were held unoffic-
lally. Ivar Knudsen and Ole Jo-
hannsen both made jumps of 135
feet. The Irwin koys made 85 fee:
on the B. hill. On Monday, Jan-
uary 8th, 1934, Dr. J. R. Naden
brcke his leg while skiing. Cold
spoiled the annual event which was
held the following montn. Henry
Sotveht mads 175 fee+. B:obby Lym-
bourn of Revelstoke equalled this
mark, though he had injured h-s
ankle. G:od jumps were made by
Be'svik and Mobraaten. Ole Jo-
hannsen won the 19 mile race in
1935 (February 14) in 00 minutes,
18 seconds. The hill was gla sy
WLh ice, makin> jump.nz danger:
Ous.  Hjalmar Hvam of Por land
made 174 feet but fel] On Fridav,
18.h, January, 1935, the th:rmome-
ter reccrdedq -38 degrees, and the
follcwing week there occurred the
grea est snowfall Yeét recorded in
the valley nearly six feet. 1In
1936, too, wea her conditions creat-
ed diflicul.ies for the tournament.

(11
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and 1t was dangerous tg atempt
any records. Nels Nelcon, as Presi-
dent of the Western branch of the
C. A. S. C, was present.

The oulstanding event in recent
years was the holding of the West-
ern Canadian Championship. The
minutes under date 16th, April, 1937
record ithat “It was moved by E.
Anderson and seconded by F. Green
that the Club ap:ly for the 1933
We-tern Canada Championship as
sugesied in a letter from the Van-
cou.er Ski Zone Commi.tee, and
that the club put cn fcur events:—
jumping, cross-countiry race, down-
hill rac> and slalom — carried.”

“A discussion f llowed concern'ng
a slalom and d:wn-hill course. The
opinion of the meeling was tha:
a “down-hil!l course” could be made
of approximately 12 mile length,
with a drcp cf 1,200 feet, near the
ski-hill, and that a clalom cours:2
could be constructed adjoining the
il .ot

The following report has reference
to the 1938 Tcurnament and ar-

peared in the Canadian Ski Year

Book, 1938, p. 172:

“InsTead of dating everything
from the “Biz Snow,” we In
Princzton protably will in fu-
ture date events from the year
of the B'g Tcurnament. We
had the pleasure las. winter of
staging the Weslern Canadian
Championships. . .

“«  rrinceton Club would
like to take this occasion to 5ay
its hat is off o ti.e Vancouvel
men, who, as Zone officials put

. In! 4
the tournament oOVer. Feallows
Frea

like Jack Hutelhins n. '
Hudg n, Chris Engh and I}‘Qlf
Dokka are real BUYS. I'he

writer, who once upon g time
was a club official and knows
come of the heartbraks of put-
ting cn a tournament, would like
too, on behalf of the Ciub, to
say a big “Thank You” to its
own secre.ary, Roy Tncrsten-
son. Roy is the kind of secre-
tary who undertakes to do six
men’s work and thinks he has
fallen cown on the j.b when
he manages to do five men’s
“Our big hill is one we are
proud of, as witnessed by t-e
lwo exhibition jumrs, fellowing
the compgetition of over 200
feet, made by Tom Mobraaten,
Western Champion, and John-
ny Leed, of nearby Copper
Mountain. . . ” '
This seis the unofficial record of

(he hill as “over 200 fezt.”

~The fcregoing has provided a
runnng commen.ary on sking in
Similkameen. The concluding part
of this paper will deal wita the
following items in the order in
which they are sef down— Club
officers, members, the hill, the chai-
et, the Ladies’ Ski Club, the Am-
ber Ski Club, the Cozper Mountain
Ski Club, Princetcon Skiers abroad,
and tire future of skiinz in Sim-
ilkameen.,

The club has been foriuna e in
securing men of wisdom and tact
to guidea its destiny. The first Hon-
orary President was J. A. Brown,
and he was followed by the member
for Parliamen®, Hon W. A. Mec-
Kenzie, and C. Turper. The I10l-
lowing have cccupied the Pres den-
tial chair: (date gl.en Is year of
clection to office)—A. Stenvo'.d,
1929: E. Engen, 1930; Ivar Knud-
sen 1931: C. R. Watson, 1932; A, U



enthusiasts. The club, however,
was not organized until the fall of
1930, when 50 members joinel, and
Andrew Andersen was made Presi-
dent; Tim Waterland, vice-Presi-
dent; Ted Mahon, secretary-tres-
urer. In November, 1930, mining
operations closed down, but the club

. continued to thrive. The big hill at

Voight’s Camp, two miles north of
Copper Mountain, was put in ghape
in 1930. It has been improved from
time to time. Jumps of 200 feet
are now possible, and the hill is
believed to be one of the best in
the Frovince. Among the original
workers on the hill were: Nels
Seter, Dan Olstrom, Rolf Lagaard,
Henry Julsrud, Nils Leed and his
two sons Johnny and Olav.

H. Julsrud claims to have made
the first jump in November 1929 on
6 feet of snow. Exhibition jumps
were made New Year’s day 1930 by
Minnie Engen (114 feet): Ivar
Knudsen (115 and 120 feet); and
Ole Johannsen (102 ang 110 feet).
In the Tournament held in 1931
(Jauary 18th and 19th) Nils Leed
was first in jumping. The longest
(unofficial) jumps have been made
by Johhny ILeed—194, standing, and
204 with a spill.

The club was reorganized in 19317,
and at the tournament which fol-
lowed (1938) Johnny Leed was first
in the jumping. H. Julsrud is one
of the moving spirits of the club.
A junior tournament was held in
1940 on January 14; and the Simil-
kKameen Champlonships in 1940 on
January 27th and 28th. A littla
hill has been completeq wi hin the
hounds of the camp, and the slopes
on the golf course have hecome
favourite skiing grounds. Mountain
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skiers have made good progress
elsewhere.

No record if skiing in this vally
would be compleie without some
reference to the part local skiers
have played in B. C. and across the
line. To list the honours they have
achieved would fill g column. Suf-
ficient tp say that they have wor-
thily represented Similkameen.

Fu.ure— When one thinks of
winter sports and the future, the
dreams of the early Princeton en-
thusiasts seem likely to be dealized.
The Similkameen Valley may yet
be the playground ¢f the whole
Province. Skiing has taken its
place as the premier winter sport
in the valley. Its growth in the
last decade has been amazing.
The exploits of Finnish skiers in
their war of preservation has cap-
tured the imagination, and given
an added impetus to skiing in Can-
ada. Skiing is part of the heritage
that Scandinavia hag brought to
Canada. In years to come skiing
will have lost none of its thrill,
and we may look to the future with
confidence. The hopes and dreams
of the pioneers will be amply jus-
tified by thecse who come after us.

—J. C. Goodfellow



