' 4n the vieinity. Colonel Mooly, Capt, Imard, Seipte MoColl, Tindsey

i Britian and the ftates would f’orm an important nintm thoroughfaro
| Golonel Mooly always l-oked at things from a defensive poﬁnt of vm

aftormyds oulled, he thmht 1t oouwld be easily defonded.

- superior Gom Pield of Roek Creéek and Carriboo dealt the town & M
‘blow and it was gradnally abandoned save by a few miners and 0

Prinoston mw
my of the Noyal mnginaora purchased and proomptod land
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anl many others, Colonel Moody's neme still ives in Moodies Prairie
and Capt. Imard's in Juard's I.ake. Hoborly and Dewldney récor&od four
or five plots of land, Mr, Young and Mr, Alliaon also held premptim.
Those men were indeed the true pioneers of the Simillkareen,

In 1860 Nr. Allison recorded a preemption ® land between

the two rivers at the Forkts - the site of what is now called Princeton
and Mr. Young took up land adjoining the Town, This is now owned by

Ae 7, Howne and Charlie x'hm, one of the plots located by uobarloy

: and Dewdney is the Tand near the Ino.ian Reperve acrose the Rivor: \

It is strange to remember,in view of the recont visit of

_ . the Auto Olubs rlying aolm, that ¢ Oolonel Moody predisted whan e

ongimm waere laying out the fope %m:tmﬂoen Rond, 'ehsﬁ mwh m :
the great importmoa of the romte, it womld become part of a great
trans-omtinmtal hichway and if ever a war omrad betweon Great .

as when he 1iad out Meenshorough or Tew Vestminster, a® it e

In the €0s Prinoot:m had & vory promising start but jﬂw

who lingered roun@.n 60 and 61 the Bmmdary Cormi ssion, under |
Mldnl palde it their hoaamrtarl as ‘also the geozogioal pury
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Prine-ton Farly Days.

Many of the Royal Tnginbers purchased and preempted land
in the vieinity. Colonel Koody, Capt. Imard, Saigte MeColl, Lindsey
ami many others, 'ﬁolonei Moody's name still ives in Moodies Prairie
and oapt' Iau‘ard's 4An Luard'a La‘m‘. ﬂ,gberw and Dewdney ‘ieéovdod four

or five plofa of land, ur, Young ‘and Mr. kllieon also held nreemptionl.

. These men were indased the trae wionﬂore of the Simillamen,

In 18680 NMr, Allison recorded a nreempt.ion on fm land between
the two rivors at the ¥orks - the sitie of what ie now ealled Princeton
and Mr. Young took up lsnd adjoining the Town., This is now owned by '
Ae T, Howse end Charlie Thomas, one of the plote looatéa, by Moherley

.gnd Dewdney %o the Isnd near the Indian Reserve asrons the niver,

, 1% is strange to romeéwher,in view of the recont visit of
the Auto Olube flying colwmn, thar Colonel Moody predicted when the
enginegrs wore lavitnp- ont the ope Simium.méon Road, that sieh was

the sreat importe ae of the romte, it wonld beceme purt of & groat

transec mtinental hishway and Af avor o war oogoured batweon Great

‘Brition and the States ‘would Torm an important military thoroughfare,

Calonel Hoody alwaya l*gaokeﬁ at thinge Prom a‘ defonsive point of view
as when he liad ont Meanaborongh or Tew Vestminster, ao it vas
afterﬁarﬂs oalled, ho thcmgh{:;if oould he oasily dcfended.

In the 60s Pri ncstm had a very promieﬂng start but the 4

superior Gold Field of Rook Creek and Carriboo dealt the towm a ha.rd

blow and it was prafnally sbandoned save by a few minors and Chinoge
who linserea roun@i,In 60 and 61 the 3maary Oom«eion, unMr eapt.
Hawlkins made it tMm.hm&mrbem as also the geologieal surveys of

. %he 70s, . &

In 1865. Jo !'. Alliam. having hia Mum (m hu Wticm
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Princeton in Early Days.

I have been asked to give an account of the early
days of Prinoat//_') =
e ‘ \"eraomlly I can go no further baek thqn 1866 but I
have some old records and a few letters written by my late husband,
Jde F Alnaon that will ensbhle me to give a few facts that are
not known to many and %o recall names, forgotten now that should

‘be ramenhered by those who have reaped ths resulte of their toil

°

;am! hardships.
Rarly in 1858 J. P ~allisom; who had gome to

California with the rush in 1849, mafie uwp his mind to ty his

for twmes in the newly discovered gold mines of Frmar River

and so, armed with a letter of introduwetion to Govarnor Jares

Douglas, he left cali!orni& and came 0 Victoria (then a thrifty

1ittle towm) early in the season, He tried mining on the Frasor

but,after California, the results seemed poor and he was disappointea.

Then Governor Douglas asked him if he would venture to try an

ent 1re1y new Pield and to1d him of the beautiful Similkameen /cmmtry,

with its rolling Bunch @racs Rills, its rich Fasture JTands end
abundance of game and fish waiting for any one who would vontu'o

aocross the mountd ns. Govemor Douglaa asked him if he would go

~ and enguire into the facts gbout some rich placer ground ragorba&
o hmvo been struek by some Hudeon Bay employooa on the }(arth /t/ork



of the Similkamem/@vor, or f,he falameon &8 it was called bf the
Indians,
| Mr, Allison, who was used to prospeoting: on the
california' mountaing, g}adly égreaﬁ to go and was furnished with
p]ans and directions by fthe Governor who himself was familiar
with the ;Sountry ard the Indian trails scross the Hope Mountain,
| Mr, Allison started with great confidence in his ability to perform
the task set him but he made & mistake of which he was uraware
for m=my da'ys. Tn his searsh for thé Tulameen he came On & river
that he thought answered the aessription he had of it but he really’
was on the héaﬁ waters of tha gimilke , whieh he slowly Ffollowed
down, finding riéoh prospects in many gp.ces.i:ontinning down the stream ?'i&
found vhat sppeared to be & rich copper mine (this‘ he located some
twenty years later as the Allison mine).
Sti11 Pollowing dom the river and continuing to get
good prospects, he aiscavered-on reaching the confluence of the so-
called /ﬁorth an? Sonth yorks, that he had been prospecting the South
Fork or s:tmil}mmam River. 48 a matter of fact the j,,lsorth _‘fo_rk came
from a ',{esterly direction. Procesiing down the united rivers for
about a qu:rter of a mile he founﬂ Johnny HeDougell, a Hudsons Bay
halfbreed with his Indian wife and fmilyv;; encamped on & high bench
above the river., They wera engaged in mining the bench, they had

CI;DLLZ;Z

e onstructed 2 rough shoot to sonvey the pay dirt &owh the river

whsaré they washed out the gblﬁ with a li’i?cker, thoy were getiing
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plenty of rough gold with three and four 4ol lar nuggets occasionally
in it and making good wages, they said.

" Mr. Allison thougWwhen he first caught sight of the
Simiikameen hills and wmlleys that it was the most besutiful place
he had ever seen. The lmri'ani bunch grass uncropped and standing
waving in the wind like a £1483 of grainm, A1l the side hills that
are now 80 barren were covere? with tall grasses.

W @ze»ing the the riwr he struck coal near the forks -
,thia coal he often used, mixed with wood, for winter fnel.

Returning to Vietoria he reported his successand
failure to the Governmor, also the capabilities of the Country for
norse and cattle raising.

Again in 1859 he was sent omt to look mp old trails
and prospect. In the early Fal1 1s took in some of the coal, some
gold, platinum and a large nugget of white metal the size of & :
pigeon's egg. These were gsent by Mr. Douglas to Swansen ‘where the
coal was pronounced to be am excellent quality of 1ignite, guod.
.most probably for local consumption in the future, but not good
cnough for exportation - indeed oxportation :ln those days would have
been almost impossible. The whlte metal was irridiﬁﬁ’i@' and of great
value. The platinum was ruch mixed with other metals. yuch
/lflatimm and ;rridiu was found with the placer gold, but I have

nerer heard since of so large & nugget of /I/rriaim. though the .

Chinese who have beem constant miners here may have found meny such e
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m‘;:hey Inew its value and called it )ﬁnta Gold.
That fall there was guite a m,ﬁh to the Similkameen,
Bdgar Dewdney aiid hio partner 7alter Moberly were a;;aong the many,
also Oai)t. Mareden or Narston, I do not exactly 'remamhez_' the name,
but he built a cabin and remained all winter,gﬂm.Qn'Saptembar 1860
the £irst white woman, Mrs, Marston, crossed the Hope /m/mtam o
join her hmsbend who was mining on the similkameen near tl;e g‘mva
Laffara Creek.| I can remember seeing her start out from Hope, on foot
accompanied an Indian packing a rocking chﬁxj, six chickens and
some other ofi\;‘atte. The trail at that time was very rough, MNrs,
Marsden ana her ‘hn.abana dia not stay long but went further down the

River. NV st op {0 4/ Oz P fo, Gre /& )

In 1860 Governor Douglas 1aid oﬁt the town site of
Princeton, meming it after the Prince of Wales, afterwards Edward
7th., The town site was surveyed by & party of the Royal Enginma
m&‘or colonel Moody and Capt. Iuard, It was a mile and a quarter
square, beginning near the moﬁth of Grave Yard Creek and running
back to Swan Lake, The pyramids of this survey are still s tanding,
or did %111 a few woek's ago and I do not think any one has moved them
gince. .

"1 have seen & pkt of the town as i was originally
intendaa t0 be drawn up by the Hom, B. H. B. Poﬂman a young
gurveyor of groat ability and if his dream had ever matorislizsa

it certainly wanld have been a beautiful city - with a race course,
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"~ parks, terraces and fc?untains. 1 have, as 1 said befors, 0ld records
showing how much was thouplt of the Similkameen,

In '60 Zdgar Dewdney and Walter yoberly got the contract
to build the Hope'snxiilkamaen wagon road, previously surveyed by the
1 Royal Engineers, when they had finished twenty-‘bhree miles . there was
a shortage of funds and Governor Douglas prcposed to put on a tax of
one ha]% per cent per pound on all goods passing over the Prail. The
people of noye, then a nourishing 1ittle towm and head of navigatiom,
objected !@o atrongly that: the Governor decided to ieave the wagon road
as it stood and make & trail foropack horsos the rest of the way. The

main road to carriboo then was put up the ﬁ'raaar }”ivar and Yele became

head of navigation. :
During the days of wacon road comstruction Dewdney and

-lfi_oberly' were freguent visitors %o Prinoata‘n.;\ They had firm fal th in

the mineral riches of the country -as did Dr. Pawsib abd Amos Bowman

and other Gao‘.ugiets who visited the distriot.

‘;S . W, Hayes went into- J;ho cattle businesss

S$411 Princeton continued to be a Government Teadguarters

for the Similkameen district as it was oalled in those days. The

Geological surveys always outfitted and recived their mail ‘h}xere and

the various Indian agents, Judge Okeilly, A Nowel, CGmmiseionera

Howse and Jre MeKay generally assembled
I.ittl@ do the settlers on

sprout and Anaorson. A, E.

the Indians and held their povwows Khere,

the Oka.nagan and at Nicola realizo what they owe bo Jve YoKay and the

good old rprioats.mhs same scenes of horror and bloodshed that were .
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enacted across the line would havla 6omrga here but for their prdmpt

action and influence with the Indians, I Imow this for a fact for

our old Indian travelled sizty miles to warn me %0 take my childran

and put off %o the mountains. Envoya had been sent from the Indians

across the 1ine who were in arms ag: \mst the Ameriom government

and were killing all tl}e white settlers they comld, to the Oksnagan,

Nicola amnd the s.imil}mmeen to get the Indians there to join their
eonfrere+

gonfAXEEEES in “’a.shingtsn and Oreg‘on, in wiping out the white seiilsrs

‘on both sides of the line, %The Similkameeners, %0 their credit,'

" refused %to join but the othors were touch and 80e The Priests and

- Joe, MoKay, both loved and respected by the Indians,used all their

influence and porsuasion they could bring to bear on the ﬁhiefs and

Headmen, and lueckily succecded, for the spargely settled /‘hites would

eaaily have ‘baen wiped out., I remember asking Cockshist, a Similmmun |

Imdian, which side he would take if 1% voally came to a Pight, ¥go to

the mountains and keep out of it. i‘har’yizitas here are my friends,

1 could not harm them, nor could I strike againat the Indians who

are my brethers' he amfiwered. Peraanallz/ware prepared to hold our

own-g'ortumtely we 4id not have 10,

: No one can write sbout the early days of srinceton
without mention of the gao’l'.i old /’riasts - Father Pandosie, Pather
grandidier, Pather Richard, and others, s.n saintly men = Dot
hypoerit€) but men who, 1ike their HMaster, gave gp their lives to

- tneir fellow men and truly went about doing good . If tie re was
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sickness, no‘matte; if it were small pox or any other infectiou;e
diéease, they were there to minister to the sufferer = if there was
>~snow they would travei miles to soothe the one afflicted, This they
did without hope of reward or even thanks - as likely as not the man
‘they helped would abuse them when they ceased to ﬁe of use to him,
Pather Pandosie was a Prench physician and was the oniy doctor in
the country, exceﬁt the Indian doctors, but unlike them he gave his
services free to thgse that required them, Wallﬁthe good they dia
lives after them ~ no old timer can ever forget them, .
’ When I first came to the Similkameen in 1866 Prire eton was
‘nearly deserted, in fact the only permanent residents wefe Mr. -
kliison and Mr, Hays, as yet fhére were no settlers nearei than
Ke#emeos, At Nicola there was no white settler, At Keremeos the
Hudson®s Bay had had a post for yéars. M'Lean the factor built a
good so%}d house and store which was afterwards occupied by Mr. Gate
and family.

In the viecinity of Princeton a few miners.worked the placer
. mines on the Rivei and came in nearly every week for supplies, those
I remember best were, Sebastian Lottario,and the M'Kellop Brothers
and an 01d man named Billy Reyal, who lived up the Mine Creek,
Iottario came every year up from thé Coast, to a certain spot on the
Similkame en whence he regularly took -out five or six hﬁndred dollars,
Thet amount always satisfied him, fhe used to say it was his Bank and

he could return and get more when he wanted it, With this money he

-

would return to the coast and buy gooddfrom the Hudson's Bay Compeny,
fit out his shoéﬁatake her up the north coast and do a good trade

s

with the Indisms. This he aia for many years, then he ceased to come,

| ' | /% ok
ot 1 leanred from Hudson's Bay men that his §§S§ gaa been found
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partly burned and he himself murdered.

. ‘Thé two E’Kellops were S@otchmen and did not tell what‘%hey
made but they always brought in well filled buckskin bags -« ghey
came every season till one of the brothers, John, was drowned and
then i think William came no more,

\But fhnngh'?rinceton was almost deserted Mr. Young, Dewdney,
and Moberly had abandoned the land they held and Frank Richter had
left in ‘65,fﬁe had @ad a small\store and mined five miles up the
Similkameen; but he preferred Keremeos near ?ﬁﬁ Hndsdn’s Bay'Company
- post, ‘

~ Princeton had hér Post Officg.v James Wardle (of Hope)
cgrried the maill in ’66.' It used at first to come twice a year
along with the Osooyoos and Rock Creék mail, also the Kootenay mail,
Afterwards a man named Johnston brought it évery two months, 1
think George Goldsborough was our last mail cariier over the Hope
Mountain and then we had it every month, In the winter time it‘waa
often carried by an Indian on smowshoes, and he often was.eight or
‘nine days on the road, When we wapted to- send letters out between
mails we hired our own Indian to take it paying from f£ifty to a
hundred dollars, according to the weather, This expense was generally
shareélby Mr. Haynes who was magistrate at Osooyoos.. One time ﬁe'
sentlan Indian in for the mail and he was gone over two weeks - as it
was storming heavily‘we,almost gave him up for lost, When he d4id
turn up he said that he had been caught in a heavy smow storm and
could not see the Road nor the Mountains, so he stacked his pack,w

rolled himself up in his blankets end remained there, snowed wup, ti11

the storis had ceased, whem he rose warm and comfortable, shook off
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- the snow and came along,

Men were not aiylways.véo fortunate, in the early sixti‘eé
a Cap‘b/ Venables came to Me, Allison's house, oﬁe evening while he
and his partner wgre at dinner, of course they asked him to si‘b
down with them anc‘i' it was some fim!e before it was discovered that
he had frozen both legs up to his knees ey :i;he que’er' thing was that
the man himself did not know that there was anything wron‘g till,
taking off his boots, the poor fellow .suffer'e_‘a. most terribly and

though

®



both Mr, Allison and Mr. Hayes did all that they could for himvthe

only real service they could render was to hire four Indians to pack
him over the Hope Mountain on a stretcher. It was a most painful jour-
ney. Mr., Allison, himself, went along to see that the Indians did not
desert him. Pain and helpless misery made him irritable and he could
not understand that everyone was helping him to the best of their ab-
ility, so naturally he was impatient. From "ope he was sent on to West
Minster by steamboat to the Westminster hospital, then in charge, I
think of Doctors Black and Jones. After much suffering he died.

The J. P. at Princeton often administered more justice than law.
On one occasion when the American sheriff crossed the line in hot
haste after a horse thief, who had stolen two valuable horses from the
other side, did not know what to:do to get them back. The man had com-
mitted no offense on this side of the line. There being no constable in
Pfinceton, after consulting together, it was decided that the best way
would be to "set a tﬁief to catch a thief." So they called upon an In-
dian, known to the whites as "Napoleon," who had a well established
reputation as a horse thief, though according to 2&3 ethics there was
nothing wrong ih a man taking a horse that he fancied and needed.

Napoleon undertook for a certain reward to bring in the horses. He
found out where the man was camped, and pretending to be out hunting,
lazily strolled up to his camp and got into conversation with the man,
who had no idea that he had been followed. He pretended not to notice
the horses that were picketed close to the camp. The man was anxious
to find out the way to various places and the Indian, apparently inno-
cently friendly, offered his services as guide. He was at once hired.
After supper Napoleon took his blankets out under a tree near where
the horses were picketted, rolled up in them and pretended ﬁo sleep.
There he waited till the camp fire went down and the other man retired

to his blankets. When he felt sure that his émployer was sleeping, he
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slipped out of his roll of blankets, leaving it to look as if he still
occupied.it, crawled like a snake along the groung to where the stolen
horses picket stakes were driven‘into the ground. Very gently without
dusturbing the animals, he drew his knife, severed both ropes. Then fil
ling his mouth with grass, he chewed the ends of the rope left attach-
ed to the pickets so as to make it appear that the horses had bitten
themselves free. He then very gently withdrew, still crawling and draw-
ing the horses after him till out of sight of camp. He then mounted

on e horse and led the other. When well out of hearing he broke into

a gallop. The sheriff paid the reward and went back with the horses re-
joicing. That is only one case but it is a good sample of oldtime
justice. ‘

We had the usual amount of shooting scrapes, murders and such
things in the country but not just in Princeton, though at times we
came pretty close to it. If a man was shot across the 1line the shhoter
usually headed for Princeton but as long as he behaved himself no one
molested him. If he did mis-behave he was quietly but firmly told to
move on, and he always went.

In early days General Sherman and his staff often stopped at Prin-
ceton to reat and get fresh supplies, on their way to the coast. With
him'were the now historic General Miles, Captain Charles King and Lieut
Mallorey, a young Southerner who was always uneasy that his men might
try and desert, which they did in spite of his watchful care.

Princeton always had a small mining population in its vicinity.

In the early 60's Frank Richter,axd Theo. Kruger and a man named Bos-
hon mined on what is still known as Kruger’Flaf. The river has been
well worked out in various places but the benches have scarcely been
touched. There was one mining excitement which originated from a
rough joke of our cowboys. It led to the discovery of "Rich Bar" and

Granit Creek. It was, I think, in 1884 three of our cowboys - Wm.




McKeon, Harry Hobbs and Billy Elwell, having drawn their pay right up
to date, resolved to have a little fun across the line, I think it was
their original intention to put a little extra paint on Colville, but
just as they were starting out, having donned their best buckskin
shirts, tied new crimson handkerchiefs around their necks, drawn on
their long, embroidered gauntlet gloves and were standing foot in
stirrup and bridle in hand a Chinaman came along. In thése days a
Chinaman was always fair game for a cowboy. They could not resist stop-
ping to tease him and examine his little bag of"dust" They wanted to
know where he got it and how much he was making? I think he said he
made "six bittke" in one day. No Chinaman ever admitted making more.
He was working up the Simix Tulameen. It was then the boys an inspir-
ation (in addition to a 1little dust) from the chink. They then depart-
ed on mischief bent. Which of them told the biggest lie I do not Kknow
but they each showed the little bag of gold and gave a glowing des-
cription of how and where they got #t. Only anxious to deceive otﬁers,
fhey unknowingly told the truth about the fabulous wealth of the Tula-
meen.

Others believed them and thinking that they could do better than
any cowboy and decided to try their luck. On their return the cowboys
laugﬁingly said "1look out for the rush that's coming. The Chinks won't
have it all their own way now." And sure enough it came. Hungry, weary,
foot-sore men came dropping in at all hours of the day or night, making
enquiries about the new gold find and would not believe us when we
said there was nothing new - that we knew nothing about any great find.
They just kept on coming.from all quarters. Many later returned from
up river saying the whole thing was a fraud. Some got fair diggings
and stuck to them. One partykggggiggﬁg ggnﬁgggt(%g?deoose Bil1l,)

Charlie Rhinehart and Johnny Chance at the head.,2fxaRRNEXXIRRXRERXX

Johnny Chance was an ex-cowboy and very lazy. These men pushed on up
the Tulameen about nine miles and prospected in the river just below
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what is since known as Hogg's Hydraulic. There they struck it rich
and named their gamp claim "Rich Bar." The men were all hard workers
with the exception of Chance, who used tovsit around, smoke and tell
yarns. Occasionally he caught a few fish or brought in a few grouse.
After a few weeks his partners began to tire of this and one day

when they came in tired and hungry, after a hard day's work, and found
Chancé, as usual sitting smoking, with nothing to eat in the house,
they handed him a gun and told him to get out and get them grub, ig

he would do nothing else.

j;h“d%énce took the gun, strolled up the river about three miles till
he came to a shady creek. The afternoon was intensely hot, so going a

little way up the creek he lay down to rest and sleep a little in the

shade.



Sir,

wﬂl you be so kind as to reoarﬁ. 169 acrea
of land :or me at the junetion of the Similkameens md :
Red earth fork ( also calleél North and South rorks) bmm&od
as fellows - on the N, W, by the N. or Yermilliot :!ork en
the s ,/K. by tl‘m South fork of S&milkameen. If this ﬁla‘h

’has no’& ‘been recoraea ‘by ather partiea you will pleaae

Recorded by ‘me this Nenfy

)
' : il o
fourth day of Spptemper A. B.i

1860, at Hope, B. C. |
v . | P. 0'Reilly I. P.

)
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P. O'Reilly Beq:, L

sir, -

& I hereby notiiy thax T have in aﬁlﬂtian to my
fernor protmpﬁian, atakna uft 190 acres of rural land
: situated at the saiﬁh anl lorth nz%rcnnii:s of it. Iﬁ Sll
been staked and blazed throughnuﬁ nnl ihln lurvtytl 1 shall .
be ready ic pay for ﬂ. The zamlt m& Rwah bt;l.cw acsorim

ths lana al!ndtd te¢

(Ssall, P:. H. !md.
MQﬁiﬁ ty u‘ this rwanfy-sqventh I
day of July A. D. 1860 at Hope, B. C.

28 ®, 0. Reilly Bsq., I. 2.

R
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